
CRAQ Science Highlights Laboratoire d’Astrophysique  
Expérimentale (LAE) 

The LAE is responsible for the coordination  
of the development of astronomical  
instrumentation within the CRAQ. 

Observatoire du mont Mégantic (OMM) 

The OMM celebrating 

its 30th anniversary 

The OMM, built in 1977, is equipped with a Ritchey-Chrétien 

type telescope with a 1,6 m diameter mirror. It is located at 

the top of Mont Mégantic at an altitude of 1111 m. The OMM 

is used as a scientific instrument as well as for training 

graduate students. It also serves as a platform for the 

instruments developed by the LAE. 

In 2007, the Parc National du Mont-Mégantic has been  
declared the first International Dark Sky Reserve 

Public outreach activities Our Web page http//craq-astro.ca 

Series of public conferences 
organized in collaboration with 
the Planétarium de Montréal 

Campaign in the Montréal metro  
stations in collaboration with  

CoolCosmos (U. Toronto) 

Astronomical calendar (done by 
graduate students from the CRAQ) 

Astronomy festival at the  
Parc du Mont-Mégantic 

Active presence in the media 

Our mission is to : 
 
 Promote excellence in astrophysics in Québec 

and help Québec astronomy shine on the world stage 
 
 Insure teaching at the graduate level and train 
highly skilled students in astrophysics 

 
 Help engrain this field of knowledge within the 
popular culture of Québec  

 
 Consolidate the material and financial resources 
of its members for cutting edge research 

                  Who we are 
 
The Centre for Research in Astrophysics of Québec (CRAQ) brings 
together the 25 astrophysicists from the Université de Montréal, 
McGill University and Université Laval. The CRAQ constitutes a 
unique grouping of researchers in astrophysics in Québec bent on 
excellence and whose varying and complementary fields of 
expertise allows us to be innovative, creative and competitive in 
several scientific fields, thus offering graduate students a wide 
variety of subjects in both fundamental and applied fields of 
research. It is one of the 37 «Regroupements stratégiques» 
funded by the Fonds Québécois de recherche sur la nature et les 
technologies. 
 
The CRAQ also includes 15 postdocs, 37 PhD and 42 Master’s 
students, 17 associate members and researchers, and 6 
technicians. 
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